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Welcome to the Paws on the Levels Autumn/Winter Newsletter. What a rewarding Summer we had! A few members of our Grade 1-3 groups successfully competed in shows – well done everyone, we’re proud of you! 
Other news is that Agility has 2 new beginners classes as well as some specialised training for the more experienced handler. PawPlay is moving to Stretcholt with some exciting changes & a warming, winter treat for everyone – Richard Curtis & his K9 Freestyle Dancing Dogs, and much more.....
RICHARD CURTIS & His K9 Freestyle Dancing Dogs

20th November 2010
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Richard is one of the leading Freestyle handlers in the UK. He’s won Crufts with 2 of his dogs in 2006 & 2010. He’s also judged at Crufts & officiated at competitions around the world. Richard has produced a number of DVDs & a book as well as appearing in a number of TV  & radio programmes and writing for Dogs World. 

So we are delighted to announce that Richard will be coming to Somerset to entertain us. On 20th November 2010 at Burrowbridge Village Hall, Paws will be hosting a Masterclass and Cabaret Evening. As we go to press with this newsletter we advise that all masterclass working spaces have sold out! There is however, room for spectators (from experience I can advise that watching can be just as much fun). The Cabaret Evening has seats available, but hurry as these are also selling fast! You’re guaranteed to be inspired and leave with lots of hints & tips on how to train your own dog. 
GUEST TRAINER DAY with 

LAUREN LANGMAN & MATT ROUSE
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at Stretcholt
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Training days with Lauren & Matt are always packed full of helpful information and tips on how to improve your relationship with your dog to make a better team, and your handling skills. This day proved to be no different! There was something for everyone - from total beginner to novice handler. The morning sessions were for those dogs and handlers new to agility – basic handling skills to simple sequencing. The rest of the day covered improving handling skills & manoeuvres, cueing, timing and finding the most competitive line through a course. Some pics from the day on the website! If you were disappointed not to be involved this time, chin up, ‘cos we plan to have them back in the new year - we’ll keep you posted.
The PawPlay Pack is pleased to announce that we are applying for approval to offer the Kennel Club Good Citizen Scheme.

The Kennel Club Good Citizen Dog Scheme is one of the largest training programmess in the UK. By taking part you will be helping to educate your dog so that he or she can live in harmony with society, and you will also be helping to promote responsible dog ownership. 

There are different levels of training offered in the scheme and you will be working towards a test for each of these levels. These are: 
· Puppy Foundation –  basic training skills and socialisation will start to introduce them to life’s daily routine.  

· The Bronze Level – for dogs that are relatively new to dog training.  

· The Silver Level – for dogs that have their bronze level and have graduated to a higher learning curve.  

· The Gold Level – this is the highest level of Good Citizenship and will show you a well behaved and trained domestic pet. 

Just to give an example of what's required, in the bronze level your dog must come to call, walk properly on the lead, stay in one position on command, and allow you to clean and groom and inspect him or her. You must also show that you have some means of cleaning up after your dog and that he or she has proper identification.

 

The test isn't competitive as it's designed to show that you understand the basics of how to care for your dog and that you have good control. The aim is to produce happy, contented companions. They should be well behaved and under the control of handlers who fully understand the responsibilities to their dogs, to their neighbours and to the community.  A Certificate will be awarded when the required standard has been achieved.


Dogs will be dogs, and most dogs will bark, whine and howl at times - it's only natural. Dogs vocalise to communicate with humans and to express themselves. It is important to understand that dogs will bark for various reasons. They do not bark just to annoy you and your neighbours, nor do they bark for spite or revenge. Certain dog breeds bark more than others - some types of dogs were actually bred to be barkers. If you listen closely, you will eventually learn your dog's different barks. Understanding the reason why your dog barks is the first step towards controlling the behaviour. In general, dogs will most commonly bark for the following reasons; warning/alert, anxiety, playfulness/excitement, boredom, attention seeking, responding to other dogs. Once you determine the cause of your dog's excessive barking, you can begin to control the behaviour. The best way to prevent excessive barking in the first place is to try and remove any potential sources of the behaviour. You also want to be certain not to inadvertently encourage the barking. 
· Make sure your dog gets plenty of exercise so there is not as much pent-up energy to burn by barking. 

· Avoid leaving a lonely dog alone for long periods of time if possible. 

· Never comfort, pet, hug or feed your dog when she is barking for attention or out of anxiety - that would be rewarding the behaviour, thus encouraging it. 

· Shouting at your dog to stop barking does not help. It may actually cause her to bark even more. 

· Avoid punishments like shock collars. They are not only painful and unkind - many dogs will learn to test them and eventually work around them. 

· Try to get her attention with a clap or whistle. Once she is quiet, redirect her attention to something productive and rewarding - like a toy or treat. 

· After getting your dog's attention, practice basic commands like sit and down in order to shift her focus. 

· DO NOT let your dog bark constantly outside, regardless of the reason. You can hardly train her to stop barking by yelling at her across the garden. Plus, it is one of the fastest ways to turn neighbours into enemies and send an invitation to your local police.
· Train your dog to Speak & Be Quiet on command. 
We’ve got some great events planned for 2011 so keep your eye on the website!
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Paws for Thought





Looking for the                                         Pawfect Christmas                                        Prezzie? Then look                                            no further than the                                        Paws on the Levels                                          Gift Voucher!  Go on...put it


on your Wish List !





www.pawsonthelevels.org.uk








